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The Athenian Mercury. 
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SaturBay, November 3+ 1694. 


E- read in 17. Gen. 12. And lie that 
is eight days old fhall be Circum- 


Qucit. le 


cifed among you, every Manchild. 


in their Generation, He that is born in the Howe, 
or bought with Mony of eny ranger that is not of thy 
Seed. This mas Gods Covenant with Abraham, aad in 
him with all the Jews; which Covenant by Chrifts coming 
eothe World, being aboli—f d, and the Covenant « f Baj tt m" 
inftituted 's The Quettion is, Whether tho 
merchants and Planters in the Weft Indies, as well as all 
etter parts of the World, that buy Negroes or other dea- 
then Servants or Slaves, are not ind?;penfibly bound to by: g 
wh Servants to be Baprifed, as well as Abraham was to 
rcumcife kis Stranger Servants 2? Confequently, what's 


‘ 


in its {tea 


be th yoht of thofe Ch {Rian Mafles 5 7 refufe to let 
4 servants be Bapiifed ; becauje if they were, they 
woud bave their freedom at a certain term of Years allow'd 
by the Laws of the feveral Plantations 2 

Ani. We have met with this Queftion before ; tho’ 
to comply with the Gentleman’s detirc, we'll here give 
jr a larger Anfwer ; tho’ inthe 1ft place, we muft ob- 
ferve afalle tuppofition in the wording of it. That 
God; Covenant with Abraham was abolithed by the Co- 
yenant he made with us by owr Saviour, and confe- 
quently re two different Covenants - wliereas they 
were rather the fume Covenant,with two different Seals ; 
we fay the Covenant God made with Abraham, was 
not a Covzvant of Works, but of Faith, as well as that 
he makes by Chrift with all Believers; nay, was the 
very fame with it, Chrift being promifed in Gods Co- 
venant with Abraham, when twas faid, That in bs feed 
fhoul.l all Nations of the Earth be bleffcd ; Which is inter- 
preted of Chrift by the Infpired Writers ; and this is 
turther cvident trom the Apoftles way of Arguing, 4. 
Rom. 11.43. Fe received the fien of Circumetfion, a Seal 


on 
of the Rigkteon{nels of the Faith which ke bad yer being un- 


’ 


they 9 


circumcised, 
believs, tho they b¢ not Circumcifed ; for she promife that 
he foul! be the Zteir of the World, was not to Abraham 


od throuoh the Law, but through Faith, &c. 


orto kis f 
Now to the Queftion, If Abrakam was oblig’d to 
circumcuilé all that were born of his Houle, and that 


were bought with mony of the flranger (the Samaritan 


' 
Terfion hasit IT ‘TD Berbarab, whence > xe x09 a 
Burbs fac, names that all nations have ever fince flung 
at one another, and the Avebrews as often calla by it 
among the Greeks as any.) If he was to do this, cughy 
not al] Chriftians by Parity of Reafon to do the like by 
their flaves and Servants? We anfwer, yes, and much 
more, as the Ge/pe! is now more Clearly revealed then 
‘twas to Abrabam, who indeed faw Chriff, and rejoic’d, 
but “twas in darker Types and weet But in order 
to a more full fatisfaétion ofthis difficulty, it may be 


have the 


thar ke might be the Father of all them that’ 


——e 


forteited it?) Why mayn’t they be capable of a nobler 
leal, Us true, but yet of the fame. Covenant» made with 
alt Manwad by Cheiff, chat prentis’d feed, in whom, ag 
beiore, all nations fhould be biefied.and the breach res 
paird that was made in dam: as was, we are fare, 
the ¢ xprels opinion of St. Jere, who in bis diiputa- 
tion with the Pelagian, Ep. 17, Has thele remarka- 
bie exprefhons, Wey are Jnfants Bapriz’d, /dys the Pela 
Aisa? the orthodox anlwers; thatin bapttym their fing 
may be EMITTER ‘| he Pel plan replys, res re did they 
ever fia 2 “The Orthodox tejoyns, that St. Paul fhall an- 
wer ior ham, who jays inthe sth of the Rom. Death 
reign.d from Adam to Moles, even over thofe who bad neg 
fu i d, according te the jrmultty fe Of Adams trang effion, 
And he quotes St. Cyprian in tl e fame place, both to 
his and our purpofe, shat tf remiljion ef flus is piveneven 
te £7 cate? and more retoric US finners, and none 15 CX¢ “pred 
from Grace, none probibited from Baprijm, much lef; oughe 
an Infantto be deny d Baptyjm, who has no fin of kis ows, 
but only thas of bis Father Adam to anjwer for, This 
for children, and there’s yet lels doubt of tho whoate 
of age to aniwer for, themielves, and would foon learn 
the principles of our Faith, and might be taught the 
obligation ot the Vow they made in baptifm, as ti ere’s 
litthe doubt but Adbrakam inftruéted his Aveathen 
vants, who were of age to learn, in the nature of 
Circumfion betore he Circumet/ed them: nor can we con- 
clude much ieis ttom Gods own noble teftimony of 
him Gen. 18. 19. d know bem, that be will command big 
children and bis boujbold, and they hall keep the way of the 
l ord, , ; 
What then fhould hinder but thefe fhould be Baptis'd? 
If only the Covetoutnefs of their matters, who for fear 
ot looung their bodies will veit{ure_ their Souls, which. 
ofthe two are we to citeem the greater Heathens ? 
Now that this is notorious matter of kaét, that they 
are fo far from perfwading thofe poor Creatures tu 
come to Saptifm, that they difcourage ‘em from it, and 
rather hinder ‘em as much as pofhible, thomany of thé 
wretches, as we have been iniormd, earnetily defire 
ic; this we belicve, none that are concern’d {n the 
Piantations, if they are ingenuons, willdeny, but own 
they don’t at all care to. have em baptizd. Talktoa 
Planter of the Soul of a Negro, and he'll be apt to tell 
ye (or at leaft his attions {peak it loudly) that the Body 
of one of “em may be worth twenty Pounds, but the 
Souls of an hundred of ‘em would not veild him one 
Farthing ; end therefore he’s noi at all {clicitous about 
‘em, tho the true reafon is iaceed becaule of that 
cuftom of giving ‘em their Freedom after their curn- 
ing Chriftians, which we know not it it be reajonabile ; 
we are ture the Father of the Farb/fus did not fo by 
thofe Servants whom he had Circumcifed. "Ils no 
where requir’d in Scripture. St, Paul indeed bids Ma- 
ftersnot be cruel and unreafenadle to their Slaves, efpes 
cially ifBrethren orChriftians:but he no where bids ’em 
give ‘cin their Liberty, ner do's Chriftianity alter any 
Civil Right ; nor do’s the fame Apoftie, in all his ex- 
cellent Plea for Onefimus, once tell his Mafier ‘tis his 
Duty to fet him Free, all he cetires is, he'd again receive 
and forgive him; nay, he tells Servants, ‘tis their Duty, 
in whatever ftate they are cail’d, therein to abide s 
befides, fome Perfons, nay, Nations feem to be born 
for Slaves; particularly many of the barbarians in Afri- 
ca, who have been fuch almoft from the beginning of 
the World, and who are in a much better condition of 
Life, when Slayesamong us, then when rat Liberty at 
Home, to cat Phroats and Bat one“ariother, efpecially 
when by the Slavery of their Bodies, they are brought 
toa capacity of freeing their Souls trom a much more 


“)e F . , 
unfuppertéblé Bondage. Tho in the mean tifne, if 
ther 


JCTe 


‘ 
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there be {ach a Law or Cuftom for their Freedom,to en- 
courate ‘enrto Chriftianity, be it reafonable or other- 
wit, this is certain, that none can excufethofe who 
for that Reafon fhowld any way hinder or difcourage 
‘em from being Chriftians ; fome of who'e excutes are 
alimoftco fhameful to repeat, fince they feem co refledt 
on the Chriftian Religion, as it that made men more 
untraétable and ungovernable, than when bred in Ig- 
norance and Heatheaifm, which muft proceed trom the 
Perverfene& of fome Tempers , or betore, fitter tor 
Slaves than Freedom, or for want of good Inftruétion, 
whea they have nothing but the Name or Chiiftianity, 
without underftanding any thing of the obligation 
thereof: or laftiy, From the bad examples of their 
Matters themitives, who live fuck lives as often {canda- 
lize thefe honefter Heathens. 


Queft. 2. Whar's she Reafon that Moles is generally 
Painted with Arne ? 

Anfw. The Realon is plain, from a miftake of the 
Vulvar Tranflation inthe Text, 34. Exod. 29. When 
Mole ; cayaz agren from the Moun, ke wilt not that the 
shin of bis Face hone ; where the Vulgar has (quod cor- 
nuta effer factes (ua ja very eafy miftake. 1 he A ’brew 
word tf'9 there uled, tignitying both a ern, and any 
Irradiation, Or Jilumination ; Nay , Honour 
ani Glory it felf, whence the phrafe of lifting up their 

orns, fo ufual in the Holy Writings: and accordingly 
other Tranflations have it, Quod radiaret cuts faciei ; 
which ftill miaht be more ealily conceived, if we ima- 
gin the Vey! on his Face, and the Gloriss Projziked, qua- 
quaverfum , all of which it feems the Painters cou d 
not afford to make, and defcribe : it's pofhible, only one 
or two large Rays, like thofe vaft Beamy Lights which 
the Sua often throws round a watry Cloud, Which 
Glery zrew \eG& and lets, till che J sinters at laft miftook 
em fora pair of Budding Horns, and accordingly de- 
fcribes ’em. 


giorjous 


Kh That /ngenious Pindarick Lady, who formerly fent 
many Poetical Queftions to the Athenian Soctety, is 
defired now to fend all thole Poems fhe formerly menti- 

ned, direttedto our Bookfeder at the Raven in Jewen- 
firecs, 


Apher tifement. 


aa" R. Seults Trenfiztion of the Second Volume of 

Malbrarckes /*erch after Truth, will now 

he publifht in a few Weeks,and had been 
publifor fooner (everal Gentlemen of the Univerfiries 
of Oxford and Camoridg having highly approved his 
Tranilation of the Firff ve/ums) but that ’tis a curious 
Work,and requires great Accuracy,both in the Tranflating 
andPriaing. Both thefe Volumes of Malbranch arePrinted 
in Uéavo, that fo ulefula Work might be fit for the 
Publick. As foon asthe Second Volume is ready for 
Publication, there will be publick notice given ia the 
Cazrtte, 


co AN Account of the Life and Deatth of Mr. John Ma- 

fon, late Minifter of Warer-Stratford ,in the 
County of Bucks. With an Account of what was ta- 
ken by feveral that were at Waterftratford, from Mr. 
iViajons own Mouth,and others deputed by him. Drawn 
upby a Reverend Divine, &-. Publifhed to prevent 
faile Reports. Witha Relation of the Prefent State of 
lis Followers. To which is added the Letters Mr. 
Majon tent tofeveral ot his Friends, tending to promote 
the Power of Godline!$ both jin Perfons and Families. 
As alfo many Poems which he Writ on fpecial Occafi- 
ons. Never Printed before. Printed for Fobn Dunton 
atthe Raven in Fewen-fircer, 


—_ SOO 


"T Here is lately Publifhed a very Entertaining Piece, 

Entituied, The Royal Mijirejs of France : or, The 
Secret Hiltory of the Amours of all the French Kings, 
from Dbharamond che Firft Monarch, Ar7o, 415. tothis 
prefenttime. Made Englifh frem the French Original, 
Printed at Brujels, A Work of great Curioltty. With- 
out which the Hiftory of Frarce cannot fully be under- 
ftood. Printed tor . Kbodes at the Star im Fleetftreer, 
and #. Harris at the Harrow inthe Poultry, 


Bfervations on the Venereal Difeafe, in which is 
fhewed the feveral ways of Receiving the infe. 
étion, and the tigns when received, with the 
dangerous effects of it, and the mifchiets clone by ig- 
norant perfons, who pretend to feveral ways cf curin 
jt. With the true and fafe way of curing the faid Die 
eafe, and all the Accidents that attend it, by Charles Pe. 
ter, Chyrurgeon... Price bound'1 s. Sold by the Author 
at his houfe in St. Martins-Laneé, 4 coors from Newpors. 
fiteet, and by no other. 


T Heres this day Publifhed, The Ladies Diverfion: 

containing, I. A Book of Fortune; by which an 
Hundred and Ten of the moft ufeful and pleafant Que- 
ftions are Varioufly Refolv’d by a Figure; after a new 
and more eafy manner than “any hitherto found out, 
1}, The whole Art of Phiflognomy ; whereby the Hu- 
mours and Tempers of Men and Women are difcover'd 
by the Line2ments of ther Faces. II. The Doétrine 
of Moles ; Difcoveriug their fignification both to Men 
and Women, as they appear in feveral Parts of the Bo- 
dy. JV. The Pnterpretation of Dreams. Publifh’d 
for the entertainment and Divertion of the Fair Sex. 
By W. Andrews, Student in Aftrology. Sold by Hugh 
Newinan, at the Grafhopper, next the Rofe-Tavern in 
the Poultry. 1694. Price Bouxd 1S. 6d, 


The Oouble Chance. 
O be drawn at twice, wherein all that fhal! not 
T have Benefits the firft drawing, fhail have their 
Tickets that arife with Blanks, put into the glafs 
again, and drawn a tecond time, in which there will be 
but about four to one againft them to recover their 
money again. And whereas a thing of this kind can- 
nat legally be profecuted without Licenfe from the Pa- 
tentees of the Royal Oak, we thought fit to infert, that 
we havea Licenfe under the Seal of their Office, the 
advantage of which, andthe Fairnefs of the drawing, 
does encourage people to come in fo falt, that we de- 
figa to fhut up the books the 5th of November, not 
coubtisg but they will be fill’d by that time, or foon- 
er. 


Papers and Tickets are yet given out by 
Mr. Henry Lamb,and Mr, Richard Neltbrep, Gold{miths, 
in Lombardftreet. | 


At the Golden-Ball in ét. Jones’s Court, near Clarkenwel 

4 Lives Dotor Moffe, ’ 
W HO hath Obtained the only moft Sovereign and 
_ excellent Cure fpr the Gout, Viz. A Balfam which 
ina moments time takes away the Pain, be it never fo 
exquilite and intollerable, ftrengthening and reftoring 
the Joynts or members Affliéted, to their perfeét Vi- 
gour, Form and motions, the faid Balfam, with a Box 
of Pills, beiag the moft Abfoluts Specificks for Curing 
and Defending both Internal and External Parts, from 


that miferable Diftemper, ever yet publifhed or made 
manifeft by any. 


LON DO Wy, Primed far John Dunton ac the Reve is Jewen-Mreect, tai 


